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A New Japanese Pear Cultivar, 'Kirari'

Kazuhiro WASHIO Tatsuo TAKAHASHI and Mutsuo HANDA

Summary Kirari is a late maturing, russet-skin type new cultivar of Japanese pear (Pyrus pyriforia Nakai),
released by Tochigi Prefectural Agricultural Experiment Station. The purpose of the study was to obtain more
excellent quality than Niitaka Kirari was derived from the crossing between Osa-nijisseiki and Nikkori, which
was coducted in 1994, followed by the primary selection in 2000. The loca adaptability test as
‘Nashi-Tochigi2' initiated in 2002 showed the excellent characteristics of the pear. Therefore, we applied for
the registration on the cultivar under the Seed and Seedlings Law of Japan on January 5, 2005.

The characteristics of the cultivar were as follows:

1. Kirari was harvested from early to middle October: the period corresponded to those between Hosui and
Nikkori .

2. The fruit with yellowish-brown skin color was round, and 600-800g by weight. The taste was more
excellent than that of Niitaka, which was harvested in the same period as Kirari; the flesh was soft and
extremely juicy. Additionaly, the juice was sweet and middle-acidic; brix and pH were 12.7% and 4.9,
respectively.

3. The tree was middle-vigorous, and bloomed in the same period as Hosui. The flower had white petals,
and nurmerous stamens of each which produced pollen. Kirari was not self-incompatibility, but
cross-compatibility with the leading cultivars except for Atago and Y asato.

4. Kirari was resistant to black spot disease (Alternaria alternata Japanese pear pathotype) , but showed the
symptom of a pear necrotic spot virus.
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