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A New Japanese Pear Cultivar-named 'Orihime'
Takeshi MISAKA, Tatsuo TAKAHASHI, Mutsuo HANDA, Kazuhiro WASIO and Keiichi KANEHARA

Summary: ‘Orihime’ is a new early maturing smooth-skin type cultivar of Japanese pear (Pyrus
pyrifolia Nakai) released by the Tochigi Prefectural Agricultural Experiment Station.  ‘Orihime’ was
obtained from a cross carried out in 1991 between ‘Shinsui’ and ‘Chikusui’ cultivars, which was
followed by a primary selection process in 2002. In 2010 the local adaptability test of ‘Nasi-Tochigi3
> was initiated, which showed the pears had excellent characteristics. Therefore, on February 20,2011
we applied for the registration of this cultivar under the Seed and Seeding Law of Japan.

The characteristics of the cultivar are as follows:
1. ‘Orihime’ can be harvested from mid-August, which it is similar to the harvesting time of the
early-ripening variety ‘Kousui’ .
2. ‘Orihime’ fruits are round, soft, crisp, very juicy and weigh 370g on an average. Their skin color

is yellowish green and the flesh is white. The juice is sweet and Brix and pH of 12% and 5.2,

respectively.
3. The tree is of mid-range vigor, and blooms at the same time as ‘Kousui’.  The flowers have white
petals, and numerous anthers.  ‘Orihime’ is not self incompatible, cross compatibility with the leading

cultivars is limited except with ‘Akizuki’ and ‘Natsusizuku’ cultivars.

4. ‘Orihime’ doesn't show symptoms of susceptibility to pear necrotic spot.
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